
FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES COMING TO THE BARKLY

The Governance Table (GT) heard from C’wth Dept of
Infrastructure Ms L isa Rauter and other government
partners about upcoming federal funding opportunit ies.
Barkly organisations and communit ies could take
advantage of these opportunit ies to improve housing,
employment ,  social outcomes, economic development,
and infrastructure in Tennant Creek and other Barkly
Communit ies.  For the ful l  l ist  of programs becoming
avai lable,  see the Barkly Regional Deal (BRD) website via
this l ink.
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This month we focus on key
issues raised at the March
Governance Table meeting as
well as changes and progress in
our work.
We are now at the half way
point of the BRD and community
and government partners have
been working to reset and
improve our work for the next
five years and beyond. At our
Deep Collaboration Workshop in
October last year (pictured
above) we were asking:

What is the role of the GT
beyond the life of the BRD
and its projects?
What should a strong,
community-led governance
structure look like if we want
to be able to respond to
community priorities in the
Barkly?

In support of this work, read
about the governance review of
the BRD on page two.

‘Strong Barkly communities determining our future and thriving in both worlds’

Members ref lected on how wel l  the GT is working in
al ignment with the f ive BRD principles,  in an evaluation
session at the March 7 meeting. The principles were
agreed by the GT in 2022 and define the way of working
for the GT, Backbone and BRD working groups(see detai l
on page 2). Annual GT survey results below (not f inal as
the survey is st i l l  open), show some improvements.

BRD PRINCIPLES: ARE WE WORKING IN ALIGNMENT
WITH THEM? SURVEY RESULTS FROM 2022-2024
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CALL FOR A GOVERNANCE
REVIEW OF THE BARKLY
REGIONAL DEAL

YOUTH JUSTICE FACILITY
SITE PREPARATION

BRD PRINCIPLES 

The Barkly Community Wel l-
being and Safety Working
Group has cal led for a
governance review of the
Barkly Regional Deal (BRD). 
The group has written to
Senator Chisholm who vis ited
the Barkly in March (below). 

Soana Vaihu from Terr i tory
Famil ies ,  Housing and
Communit ies reported that
site works for the Youth
Just ice Faci l i ty (BRD init iat ive
4)are due to commence on
the bui lding site on Peko
Road. The site is subject to an
Indigenous Land Use
Agreement (ILUA), as the land
is owned by the Patta clan of
the Warumungu people.  
One of the condit ions of the
ILUA states that contractors
working on the site are to
receive local Cultural
Awareness training, to learn
about local languages, culture
and history and develop
mutual ly respectful
relat ionships with local
people. I t  is also anticipated
that local Aboriginal people
wi l l  be employed on the site.  

BARKLY REGIONAL
COUNCIL ATTEMPTS TO
RESOVE DELAYS IN
DELIVERY OF ALI CURUNG
YOUTH CENTRE
  
Mr Ian Bodi l l  f rom Barkly
Regional Counci l  (BRC)
reported on the chal lenges in
the Al i  Curung Youth Centre
project (BRD init iat ive 2). The
project has suffered long
delays and may have to be
rescoped and refunded before
the community wi l l  f inal ly see 

The next Governance Table
meeting is scheduled for
June 6, 2024. 

THE NEXT MEETING

 
The group recently
part icipated in a Deep
Col laboration Workshop with
Aboriginal Leaders and
Organisations,  faci l i tated by
Col laboration for Impact.
This is the third Deep
Col laboration workshop held
with BRD partner
organisations,  as the BRD
resets at the half-way point
of the 10-year init iat ive.   

The review is supported by
independent chair of the BRD
Mr Sean Gordon, who
submitted a paper to the GT,
out l in ing a draft scope and
terms of reference for the
review. The GT passed three
resolut ions,  endorsing the
review of Governance
Structures of the BRD and
outl ining an appropriate way
forward.  
For further information about
the Deep Col laboration
Workshop see the BRD
Website (insert l ink) 

their  Youth Centre bui l t  and
operational .  The BRC has
inst igated legal action
against the contractors who
were engaged to undertake
the bui lding. The BRC hopes
that this matter wi l l  be sett led
out of court ,  and that the
funds can be re-al located to
a re-scoped project .   The BRC
are keeping the community
informed through the Al i
Curung Local Government
Associat ion meetings. The GT
reiterated the importance of
and their ongoing support for
this project so that the Al i
Curung community receives
this much needed resource
for young people.   

The BRD principles were
developed by the Measuring
Change Working Group in
2021/2022 with input from GT,
Al l iance and community
members from across the
Barkly .  They are:

We are community-led1 .
We heal ,  work and learn
together in the Middle
Space

2.

We are accountable to the
community and each other

3.

We bui ld on strengths and
grow capabi l i ty

4.

We use data and stor ies to
ref lect ,  learn and improve
our work

5.

The group also designed a
rubric to describe what the
principles look and feel l ike to
measure our al ignment with
them. The rubric and detai led
evaluation survey results are
avai lable on the BRD website.

https://barklyregionaldeal.com.au/

